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Preparing for the Pre-Trial Conference

| ntr oduction

Judges have many tools to help move a case from start to finish. One tool isthe Pre-Trial Conference. Thisis not
a hearing where the spouses can make arguments or present evidence, but they should be prepared to tell the
court what they are asking for in the divorce. It isatime for the judge to learn what issues the spouses agree on
and what issues they don’t. The judge can take steps that result in afair, speedy, and inexpensive way to resolve
the divorce.

Beforethe Pre-Trial Conference

There is a 120-day waiting period between the time the divorce petition is served on the other spouse (or ajoint
petition is filed with the court) and when the final hearing or trial can be held. In some counties, the judge will
automatically schedule a pretrial conference close to the time that the 120-day waiting period ends.

One of the spouses can request that the judge schedule a pre-trial if the judge has not already scheduled one.
Thereisno official form to make that request - a spouse could just write a letter to the judge requesting that a
pre-trial conference be scheduled.

Remember: if the court requires the spouses to complete a parent education program, the Certificate of
Completion for the class should be filed with the court before or at the time of the request for the pre-trial
hearing date.

Some counties will not schedule a pre-trial conference until the spouses have filed a Financial Disclosure
Statement, Proposed Marital Settlement Agreement (without minor children or with minor children), and if there
are children, a Proposed Parenting Plan.

At the Pre-Trial Conference

At the pre-trial conference, the judge will try to understand and simplify things as much as possible. The judge
may give you and your spouse a deadline when you must give each other alist of witnesses that you may call at
trial aswell asalist of all documents, photos, or other things that you may want to present at trial.

The judge may also explore what agreements you and your spouse may be able reach so that the trial is as short
and efficient as possible. If the judge thinks the spouses are close to an agreement, they may set a second pre-
trial conference to give the spouses another opportunity to negotiate before setting atrial.

Judges often will give adate for thetrial at the pretrial conference. Since judges have very busy schedules, a
hearing date may be given that is months away. If it seemsthat the trial or final hearing will be short, then you
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may get a date sooner.

How do | prepare?

Make alist of al the witnesses, documents, and other things you might want to bring to your trial.

Make sure your financial disclosure statement is up to date and that you have all the financial records you
might need at trial.

Think about what other information or documents you need from your spouse and how long it might take
to get thisinformation.

Do you think that your spouse should not be allowed to present certain witnesses or evidence (documents
or other things) at the trial? If so, be ready to tell the judge why you believe that the witnesses or evidence
should not be allowed. The judge can decide whether to allow awitness to testify at trial and what other
evidence can be presented.

If you and your spouse have reached any agreements, be sureto tell the judge at the pre-trial conference.
Those agreements can be included in the final judgment of divorce later down the road.

If you have a signed marital settlement agreement, completed and signed financial disclosure statements,
and, if there are minor children, completed any required parenting class, it is possible to get afinal divorce
at the time of the pre-trial. It is best to check with the judge’ s clerk before the pre-trial dateto ask if itis
possible to have a stipulated divorce on the date of the pre-trial.

Remember, the judge doesn’t know anything about you, your spouse, or your case. The more prepared you are
for court hearings, the easier it will be for the judge to understand what needs to be decided in your specific

case.

Last updated on February 13, 2025.
Divorce Process Divorce Family Law

How helpful do you find the information on this page?

O Not helpful

O somewhat helpful
O very helpful
Save

O
O
O
O

— Pleasetell us why this page wasn't helpful

N/A

Not related to my issue
Not enough information
Unclear information

Comment

About text formats

Plain text


https://www.wislawhelp.org/topic/family%2520law/divorce/divorce%2520process
https://www.wislawhelp.org/topic/family%2520law/divorce
https://www.wislawhelp.org/topic/family%2520law
https://www.wislawhelp.org/filter/tips

e NoHTML tags allowed.
e Linesand paragraphs break automatically.
o Web page addresses and email addresses turn into links automatically.

This question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.
Save

Print

Table of Contents

Our Partners

Thiswehdte ig « iInnorted b\/
I S America’s Partner
 for Equal Justice
LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION 18e'st foltisTaeuiontype unknown

PDF downloaded from https: //mmww.wislawhel p.org/node/126/pr eparing-pre-trial-conference



